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Tax Practice Group
Our firm has considerable experience providing services to clients in
connection with complex tax-related matters, including tax investigations
and disputes as well as the tax aspects of transactional matters.

Focus on Providing the Best Advice for Each Client
The Tax Practice Group at Mori Hamada & Matsumoto and MHM
Tax Advisor y Ser vices consists of several attor neys and licensed
tax accountants, many of whom have held important positions with
governmental tax authorities. The Tax Practice Group keenly studies
annual revisions of tax regulations and the latest tax-related juridical
precedents and engages in continual training to ensure that it always
provides advice optimized to meet our clients' needs.

Tax Planning & Tax Advice
When commencing a new transaction, it is important to (i) confirm and
minimize tax-related risks in advance and (ii) conduct thorough planning
to gain the desired outcomes with respect to tax-related issues. Tax
planning has become virtually indispensable as the structures of M&A
transactions, business turnarounds, and financial transactions have
become increasingly complex.
Our tax attorneys and licensed tax accountants work closely with our
corporate, business turnaround and finance attorneys in structuring
t ra nsact ions w it h ca ref ul considerat ion of ta x ef f icienc y, while
endeavoring to create plans that minimize tax-related risks and to prepare
documentation that appropriately reﬂects those structures and plans. We
also provide advice on preparatory measures for future tax investigations
(e.g., maintenance of evidence by the preparation of minutes and written
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agreements) and prior consultation with tax authorities in connection with
novel and complicated transactions (e.g., preparation of advance ruling
requests and explanations to tax authorities).
In recent years, many of our clients have sought to better allocate
resources within their corporate groups through corporate reorganizations.
In adv ising clients on t hese t y pes of t ra nsactions, our f ir m has
developed strong expertise in the tax-related aspects of a wide variety of
corporate reorganization procedures, including mergers, company splits,
contributions-in-kind, distributions-in-kind, share exchanges and share
transfers. These transactions often involve foreign subsidiaries, requiring
additional consideration of CFC rules, foreign dividend exclusion systems,
foreign income tax credits, transfer price taxation, anti-corporate inversion
provisions, and thin capitalization taxation, as well as the application
of relevant tax treaties. Tax planning for these transactions requires
awareness of recent developments in international taxation rules, including
details regarding BEPS (base erosion and profit sharing) action plans,
which have been the subject of lively debate in recent years.
In sum, our attorneys are well equipped to advise clients on both the
corporate and tax aspects of complex domestic and cross-border M&A,
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corporate reorganization transactions, and business turnarounds.
We also have significant tax planning experience in the area of wealth
management and business succession, involving issues relating to
inheritance tax and gift tax.

Tax Due Diligence & Tax Return
Preparation and Filing Services
In general, tax due diligence is conducted before an M&A transaction is
executed in order to investigate the scope and degree of tax risk borne
by the target company. In recent years, tax authorities both in Japan
and overseas require corporations to develop their own tax compliance
structures, and corporations must evaluate and analyze whether they are
subject to any tax risks.
MHM Tax Advisory Services reviews tax returns, analyzes tax risk in
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previous material transactions, examines internal company rules, and
evaluates and analyzes other potential tax risks, while also providing a
variety of services related to preparation and filing of tax returns.

Tax Investigations
In addition to our expertise in tax law, our firm's breadth of transactional
experience in the fields of M&A and finance is advantageous when we
are called upon to assist with tax investigations that often require a deep
understanding of those fields.
Tax investigations by governmental tax authorities are often quite
complex and contentious due to the increasing complexity of commercial
transactions, including cross-border M&A and financing transactions.
Over the last ten years, the field of tax jurisprudence has developed
steadily with the establishment of many important judicial precedents and
court decisions concerning the tax aspects of commercial transactions.
However, the development of tax law and jurisprudence often lags behind
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developments in commercial and transactional law and practice, leaving
uncertainties and inconsistencies and creating the basis for disputes with
tax authorities as to the tax implications of various types of new and
complex transactions.

Types of transactions that often become problematic
▪ Complex transactions without specific tax-related precedents

(M&A, corporate reorganizations, financial and other transactions)
» corporate reorganizations involving tax planning
» securitizations
» corporate reorganizations in other jurisdictions (such as mergers that
are goerned by foreign laws)
» transactions involving the interpretation of agreements for tax saving
schemes
» transactions enabling tax reduction through depreciation and other
deductible expenses
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▪ Cross-border transactions
» transactions involving the interpretation of CFC rules
» consumption tax issues in cross-border transactions
» transactions with foreign group companies
» issues as to the recognition of a permanent establishment
» treatment of withholding tax related to royalties for intangible assets
▪ Matters involving the applicability of judicial precedents
» transactions involving the applicability of judicial precedents
concerning general anti-avoidance rules
» transactions involving "silent partnerships (tokumei kumiai)"
» transactions involving favorable issuance of new shares
▪ Matters involving the intersection of tax law with underlying legal
relationships and regulatory law
» matters involving issues as to commission agents and delegated sales,
distinctions between subcontracting and delegation, and ownership of
intellectual property rights
» transactions for which the interpretation of corporate law affects tax
implications
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» transactions for which the interpretation of business law (the
Financial Instruments and Exchange Act, the Insurance Business Act,
the Installment Sales Act, the Money Lending Business Act and other
acts) has tax implications

In light of many legitimate uncertainties in the field of tax law and the tax
implications of various types of transactions (for example, transactions
involving issues concerning the structure of agreements, the nature
of legal relationships, and the applicability of judicial precedents), it is
important to receive the combined support of tax attorneys and licensed
tax accountants with proper knowledge and experience in order to achieve
the most advantageous resolution in a tax investigation.
Furthermore, a strategic approach that anticipates the potential for
litigation and other disputes is necessary when handling tax investigations,
because these investigations can effectively constitute the preliminary
stages of litigation or other disputes depending on the matter in question.
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For this reason, it is beneficial to actively involve attorneys as well in tax
investigations from the initial stages.
With this in mind, our firm's tax attorneys and licensed tax accountants
have a wide range of experience in the practice of tax law and collaborate
to provide support services for tax investigations. These services mainly
include the provision of specialist advice from tax attorneys and licensed
tax accountants at various stages of tax investigations, such as the
planning of strategies in anticipation of litigation and other disputes, legal
discussions and resolution-oriented negotiations with investigators in tax
investigations and the submission of memorandums to tax authorities.
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Tax Disputes
Tax disputes evoke a general impression of being difficult to win because
you're "fighting against the government." Taxpayers may also be hesitant to
vigorously pursue tax cases because of fear that it will negatively impact
the future handling of tax investigations or lead to a deterioration in their
relationship with tax authorities. Therefore, parties are often hesitant to
file an appeal or a lawsuit against tax authorities even when they have
legitimate objections to the findings of tax authorities in tax investigations.
However, in recent years, there have been an increasing number of
tax disputes that have been won by taxpayers who are represented by
attorneys specializing in tax law. Further, corporate managers must
exercise careful judgment regarding whether to accept the findings of tax
authorities in terms of their accountability to shareholders.
Our firm has a long history of expertise in litigation and other forms of
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dispute resolution, and this expertise extends to the area of tax disputes.
In addition, our firm is proud to possess a scale and structure that enables
and encourages our attorneys primarily practicing tax law to work as a
team with other attorneys specializing in many other fields of law that
become relevant in tax litigation (for example, intellectual property rights,
financing and M&A), enabling the provision of comprehensive legal
services. Because of this structure, our firm is able to offer successful
strategies that we believe are unparalleled in Japan. Our firm has utilized
this strength to achieve an excellent track record in this area of law,
as demonstrated by the number of tax disputes in which our firm has
achieved favorable outcomes on behalf of taxpayers.
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Record of Tax Practice
In recent years, our firmʼs attorneys have handled a broad range of tax
matters, including the following:

Tax Planning & Tax Advice
M&A
●

tax advice on M&A and joint venture structures

●

tax advice on M&A documentation (such as share purchase agreements)

Corporate reorganizations
●
●

advice on CFC rules
tax advice on structures in corporate reorganizations (including
companies adopting the tax consolidation system)

●
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representing a client in a consultation with tax authorities with respect
to cross-border forward triangular mergers

●

tax advice on structures in cross-border corporate reorganizations

●

advice on overseas relocation of head offices

●

preparation of memorandums regarding decisions on the classification
for tax purposes of foreign entities

●

tax advice, preparation of agreements, and other services for the
incorporation of branches of foreign corporations

Financing transactions
●

advice on leasing and financing transactions regarding aircraft and sea
vessels

●

review of statements related to taxation matters in various disclosure
documents

●

advice and preparation of memorandums regarding the taxation of stock
acquisition rights

●

preparation of memorandums regarding insurance instruments

●

tax advice on various types of hybrid securities

●

preparation of memorandums regarding the structures of foreign real
estate investments
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General tax consultation
●
●

tax advice on management instructions to foreign subsidiaries
tax advice on the interpretation of cross-border service agreements
(secondments)

●

tax advice on the interpretation of stock option agreements

●

preparation of memorandums, and representing clients in consultations
with tax authorities, with respect to the waiver of debts of group
subsidiaries

●

representing clients in consultations with tax authorities regarding
financial instruments

●

representing clients in consultations with tax authorities regarding
taxation matters for foreign investment trusts in Japan

●

tax advice, and representing clients in a consultations with tax
authorities, regarding consumption tax and customs duties imposed on
the import of goods from overseas

●

representing clients in relation to withholding tax issues
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Tax Investigations
●

legal relationships under private law concerning cross-border financial
transactions

●

taxation matters related to cross-border corporate reorganization

●

taxation matters related to favorable issuance by an overseas subsidiary
to its parent company

●

consumption tax related to service agreements

●

periods of applicability for tax treaties

●

waiver of debts in connection with corporate reorganizations

●

income classification (such as the distinction between employment
income and business income, and employment income and retirement
income) under the income tax law

●

ownership of shares

●

amounts to be borne by foreign subsidiaries for secondments

●

scope of authority to inquire and inspect in tax investigations

●

preparation of memorandums regarding cross-border transactions within
a group

●

inheritance tax and gift tax matters
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Tax Disputes
Tax disputes involving the following issues:
●

voluntary partnerships (nin'i kumiai )

●

the ownership of program copyrights

●

CFC rules

●

contributions to foreign affiliated parties

●

the application of the Act on Special Measures Concerning Taxation to
transfers of real property

Tax

●

depreciated assets

●

corporate reorganizations

●

application of general anti-avoidance rule

●

income classification of discharged debts

●

relationship between accounting and tax law

●

economic substance of a real estate transaction

●

filing of objections related to local taxes

●

tax consolidation

●

inheritance tax

Practice
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Awards and Rankings
Featured below are just some of the many awards and industry-related rankings
received by this practice group and its attorneys.

Chambers
Asia Pacific 2020

The Legal 500
Asia Pacific 2020

Mori Hamada & Matsumoto has

Mori Hamada & Matsumoto has

been ranked in the top tier of

been ranked in the top tier of

recommended law firms in Japan,

recommended law fi rms in Japan

and the following lawyers were

and the following lawyers were

selected as "Leading Individuals."

selected as "Leading individuals"
or "Next Generation Partner."

Tax

Leading Individuals

Tax

Atsushi Oishi

Leading individuals

Atsushi Oishi
Makoto Sakai

Makoto Sakai

Next Generation Partner

Hiroyuki Kurihara

"Chambers" is a ranking survey conducted by Chambers & Partners to evaluate law fi rms and lawyers across

the globe, based on interviews with their clients and details of legal matters. Of more than 20,000 in-house

lawyers surveyed by International In-house Counsel Journal, 51% answered that Chambers & Partners was
the resource they used most often when searching for evaluations of law fi rms and lawyers.
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IFLR 1000 Financial and Corporate 2020
Mori Hamada & Matsumoto has been ranked in the top tier of recommended
law firms in Japan in 7 areas and the following lawyer was selected
as Highly Regarded Lawyer.

Atsushi Oishi
Asialaw Profiles 2020
Mori Hamada & Matsumoto was selected as one of the "Recommended firms,"
and was highly recommended in 3 practice areas and 7 categories including the area
of Tax. 35 lawyers were selected as leading lawyers in "Asialaw Leading Lawyers"
and the following lawyer was selected as "Distinguished Practitioner."

Atsushi Oishi
ALB Japan Law Awards 2019
Mori Hamada & Matsumoto earned 6 awards,
including "Tax and Trusts Law Firm of the Year," at the ALB Japan Law Awards 2019
organized by Asian Legal Business (ALB), an internationally-recognized legal journal
and a part of the Thompson Reuters Group.

Best Lawyers®: The 11th Edition of The Best Lawyers™ in Japan
120 of our lawyers were recognized by The Best Lawyers in Japan in
their practice areas. Lawyers in the Tax Practice Group were
selected in the areas below.
Tax Law

Susumu Masuda, Atsushi Oishi,
Makoto Sakai, Hiroshi Oyama, Hiroyuki Kurihara
Litigation

Kazuhiro Kanamaru, Atsunori Nobukuni
Corporate and M&A Law

Atsushi Oishi, Yoshihiro Kojima
Insolvency and Recognization Law

Airo Inoue, Ryota Yamasaki, Takahiro Inou
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Members of Tax Practice Group
The experienced members of the Tax Practice Group regularly exchange
opinions and share up-to-date information concerning revisions to laws
and regulations in Japan and abroad and trends in this practice area, as
well as expertise accumulated through the matters they have handled.

The principal members of this practice group are introduced on the
following pages.
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Atsushi Oishi / Partner
Atsushi Oishi works primarily in the practice areas of
tax and M&A. He has been involved in numerous taxrelated cases, such as handling tax investigations and
filing appeals in tax cases, as well as handling a wide
variety of transactional matters, including crossborder M& A transactions and cor porate
reorganizations. He has also increasingly focused on

Atsushi Oishi
Partner

Admitted in Japan, 1998

Daini Tokyo Bar Association
Admitted in New York, 2004

Registered as Licensed Tax
Accountant, 2006

Tokyo Certified Public Tax

wealth management. He has received awards from
many groups, including "Chambers Global," "Chambers
Asia - Pacific," "IFLR1000," "PLC Which lawyer?," "The
Best Lawyers in Japan," "Asialaw Profiles," "The Legal
500," and "Tax Directors Handbook," He is a popular
choice with clients as "his excellent reputation is well
deser ved. When he needs to add his input, it is always

Background

- The University of Tokyo (LL.B., 1996)

- New York University School of Law (LL.M., 2003)

- with Weil, Gotshal & Manges, New York (2003-2004)

- Member of Task Force on Management Buy Out and

Other Transactions, organized by Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry (2007)

- M emb er of E x p er t C om m it te e on A nt i -Ta x H ave n
Legislation and Intangible Assets, organized by Ministry
of Economy, Trade and Industry (2013)

- Invited Researcher at Global Family Business Research
Institute, Waseda University (2016-)

- Member of PB Professional Ethics Review Committee,
The Securities Analysts Association of Japan (2018-)

- Member of PB Education Committee, The Securities
Analysts Association of Japan (2018-)

Award

- Leading Individual, Chambers Asia Pacific 2020

- Leading Lawyer, The Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2020

valuable." – Chambers Asia-Pacific 2020

Accountants' Association

- H igh ly Rega rded Law yer, I FLR 10 0 0 Fina ncia l a nd

for Business Innovation, 2018

- Included in the 11th Edition of The Best Lawyers in Japan

Corporate 2020

Certified as Support Agencies

tel. +81-3-5223-7767

atsushi.oishi@mhm-global.com

Yoshihiro Kojima / Partner / Representative of Nagoya Office
Yoshihiro Kojima works primarily in the practice areas
of M&A and tax. He handles tax planning in relation
to M&A transactions and corporate reorganizations,
as well as tax investigations and appeals filed against
He was evaluated highly in "The Best Lawyers in
Japan," "Chambers Asia Pacific," "Chambers Global,"

Partner

Representative of
Nagoya Office

- Lecturer at Nagoya University Law School (Financial
Instruments and Exchange Law) (2016-)

include "Tax Q&A: Transaction Drafting Issues Second edition" (Chuokeizai-sha, Inc., 2018, co-author),

Strategies from both a Tax and Legal Perspective -

Registered as Licensed Tax

- Appointed Representative of Mori Hamada & Matsumoto

Practice). Notable books and theses written by him

Aichi Bar Association, 2015

New York State Bar Association

- with Simpson Thacher & Bartlett (2006-2007)

The guide to Asia-Pacific's Leading Law Firms" (Tax

"M& A Legislation in Emerging Asian Countries -

Admitted in New York, 2007

- Columbia University School of Law (LL.M., 2006)

"Tax Directors Handbook" and "Asialaw Prof iles:

Admitted in Japan, 2001

Tokyo Bar Association

- The University of Tokyo (LL.B., 2000)

Nagoya Office (2015-)

tax authorities.

Yoshihiro Kojima

Background

Second edition" (Shojihomu, 2016, co-author), "M&A
Second edition" (Chuokeizai-sha, 2015, co-author),
among many others.

Accountant, 2016

Nagoya Certified Public Tax
Accountants' Association

tel. +81-52-446-8650(Nagoya), +81-3-5220-1805(Tokyo) yoshihiro.kojima@mhm-global.com
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Makoto Sakai / Partner
Makoto Sakai works primarily in the practice areas
of tax, wealth management and M&A. He handles
domestic and cross-border M&A transactions and
corporate reorganizations from both corporate and
tax planning perspectives, as well as tax investigations
and tax disputes. Making the most of his experience
as a former Review Officer (International Examination)

Makoto Sakai
Partner

Admitted in Japan, 2004

Daini Tokyo Bar Association
Admitted in New York, 2010

Registered as Licensed Tax
Accountant, 2015

Tokyo Certified Public Tax
Accountants' Association

at the Tokyo Regional Taxation Bureau, he takes a
pragmatic approach to a wide variety of matters, such
as issues relating to corporation tax and consumption

Background

- The University of Tokyo (LL.B., 2003)

- Cornell University Law School (LL.M., 2009)

- with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher in Los Angeles (2009-2010)
- Review Officer (International Examination), Review

Division (Large Enterprise Examination Department),
Tokyo Regional Taxation Bureau (2011-2013)

Award

- Leading Individual, Chambers Asia Pacific 2020

- Leading Individual, The Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2020

- Included in the 11th Edition of The Best Lawyers in Japan

tax in Japan, and issues involving international tax
such as CFC rules. He has written numerous books
and theses, including "Q&A Anti-Tax Haven Rules in
Practice" (Zeimu Keir i Kyokai, 2019, co-author),
"Changes in Business Succession" (Nikkei Publishing
Inc., 2019, co-author).

tel. +81-3-6212-8357

makoto.sakai@mhm-global.com

Hiroshi Oyama / Partner
Since joining the f irm, Hiroshi Oyama has been
mainly involved in the areas of tax and M&A and has
engaged in numerous matters related to tax planning
and tax disputes. Since 2013 he has been furthering
his studies in tax law at the University of Michigan
Law School (Inter national Tax, LL.M.).

He has

written numerous books and theses, including "Q&A:

Hiroshi Oyama
Partner

Admitted in Japan, 2007

Kagawa Bar Association

Key Points Regarding Tax Investigations from the
Perspective of Actual 'Transactions' " (Dai-ichi Hoki
2018), "M&A Strategies from both a Tax and Legal
Perspective" (Chuokeizai-sha, 2015, co-author), "Tax
Consolidation and Related Issues to be considered

Background

- Waseda University (LL.B., 2001)

- Waseda University (LL.M., 2003)
- Chuo Law School (J.D., 2006)

- The University of Michigan Law School (International
Tax, LL.M., 2013-2014)

- Review Officer (International Examination), Review

Division (Large Enterprise Examination Department),
Tokyo Regional Taxation Bureau (2016-2018)

- Representat ive Pa r t ner of Ta k a mat su Of f ice, Mor i
Hamada & Matsumoto LPC (2020-)

Award

- Next Generation Lawyer, The Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2019
- Included in the 11th Edition of The Best Lawyers in Japan

in connection with Stock Purchase Agreements"
(Commercial Law Review, 2013, co-author), and
"Questions and Answers on International Taxation"
(Gyosei Corporation, 2010, co-author).

tel. +81-87-802-4491(Takamatsu), +81-3-6266-8589(Tokyo) hiroshi.oyama@mhm-global.com
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Hiroyuki Kurihara / Partner
Hiroyuki Kurihara works primarily in the practice
areas of taxation, M&A and financing of leveraged
buyouts. He specializes in tax planning for M&A
transactions, wealth management, and tax audits and
litigation. After graduating from Stanford Law School,
he furthered his expertise in international tax law at
New York University School of Law (NYU), where

Hiroyuki Kurihara
Partner

Admitted in Japan, 2008

Daini Tokyo Bar Association
Admitted in New York, 2016

New York State Bar Association

Registered as Licensed Tax
Accountant, 2017

Tokyo Certified Public Tax
Accountants' Association

he was awarded the Flora S. and Jacob L. Newman
Award for his academic achievement.
He has written numerous books and articles, including
"Q& A Anti-Tax Haven Rules in Practice" (Zeimu

Background

- The University of Tokyo (LL.B., 2005)

- The University of Tokyo, School of Law (J.D., 2007)

- Lecturer at the University of Tokyo, School of Law (20112013)

- Stanford Law School (LL.M. in Corporate Governance &
Practice, 2015)

- N e w Yo r k U n i v e r s i t y S c h o o l o f L a w ( L L . M . i n
International Taxation, 2016)

- with Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP, New York (2016)
Award

- Included in the 11th Edition of The Best Lawyers in Japan
- Next Generation Partner, The Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2020

Keir i Kyoka i, 2018, co -aut hor), "L ega l a nd Ta x
Affairs in Business Successions and M&As for Family
Businesses" (Shojihomu, 2018, co-author), and "Tax
Q&A: Transaction Drafting Issues – Second Edition"
(Chuokeizai-sha, 2018, co-author).

Chartered Member of the
Securities Analysts

Association of Japan, 2016

tel. +81-3-6266-8727

hiroyuki.kurihara@mhm-global.com

Yu Takahashi / Associate
Yu Takahashi works primarily in the practice areas
of tax and domestic and cross-border M&A and has
handled a wide range of matters related to corporate

Background

- The University of Tokyo (LL.B., 2009)

- The University of Tokyo, School of Law (J.D., 2011)

law. In addition, he has been engaged in matters
including the establishment and operations of funds,
venture investment, and advising on taxation issues
incidental to these matters. Notable books written

Yu Takahashi
Associate

Admitted in Japan, 2012

Daini Tokyo Bar Association

by him include "Empirical Research and Analysis of
Special Committees for MBOs in Japan (Parts 1 and
2)" (The Financial and Business Law Precedents, 2013,
co-author), and "M&A Strategies from both a Tax and
Legal Perspective - Second edition" (Chuokeizai-sha,
2015, co-author).

tel. +81-3-6266-8954

yu.takahashi@mhm-global.com
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Takahiro Iijima / Associate
Takahiro Iijima works primarily in the practice areas
of M&A and tax. He has written numerous books and
theses in the field of tax law, including "Q&A Anti-Tax
Haven Rules in Practice"(Zeimu Keiri Kyokai, 2019,
co-author), "Changes in Business Succession" (Nikkei
Publishing Inc., 2019, co-author), "Legal and Tax
Affairs in Business Successions and M&As for Family

Takahiro Iijima
Associate

Admitted in Japan, 2014

Daini Tokyo Bar Association

Businesses" (Shojihomu, 2018), "Re-examination of

Background

- The University of Tokyo (LL.B., 2012)

- The University of Tokyo, Graduate Schools for Law and
Politics (2013)

- Advisory Lecturer (Teaching Fellow), The University of

Tokyo, Graduate Schools for Law and Politics (2015-2019)

- Japan Association of the Law of Trust (2018-)
- International Fiscal Association (2019-)
- Harvard Law School (2019-)

Legal and Tax Treatment of Paid-in Stock Options
Based on ASBJ PITF No.36 Accounting Treatment"
(Chuokeizai-sha ( Junkan Keirijouhou), 2018, coauthor), "Series on Practical Issues of Corporate
Litigation: Tax Litigation" (Chuokeizai-sha,2017), and
"What Should Executives and Staff Handling Taxation
Issues and Tax Professionals Learn from the 'Panama
Papers'?" (Chuokeizai-sha (Taxation Business Review),
2016).

tel. +81-3-6213-8101

takahiro.iijima@mhm-global.com

Yoshiko Yamakawa / Associate
Yoshiko Yamakawa works primarily in the practice
areas of M&A, wealth management and information

Background

- The University of Tokyo (LL.B., 2012)

technology. She has written numerous books and
theses in the field of tax law, including "Q&A AntiTax Haven Rules in Practice" (Zeimu Keiri Kyokai,
2019, co-author), "Legal and Tax Affairs in Business
Succession s a nd M& A s for Fa m i ly Busi nesses"

Yoshiko Yamakawa
Associate

Admitted in Japan, 2014

Daini Tokyo Bar Association

(Shojihomu, 2018), "Recent Legal and Tax Trends in
Incentive Compensation for Officers - Overview in
2018 and Use Trends" (Zeimu Kenkyukai (Weekly
Tax News), 2018), "Real Estate Purchase Agreement"
(Chuokeizai-sha, (Taxation Business Review), 2016),
and "M&A Strategies from both a Tax and Legal
Perspective - Second edition" (Chuokeizai-sha, 2015).

tel. +81-3-6213-8125

yoshiko.yamakawa@mhm-global.com
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Akihiro Yamada / Adviser Licensed Tax Accountant
Akihiro Yamada provides tax advice in the areas
of global tax strategies and cross-border corporate
reorganizations. After working at the Osaka Regional
Taxation Bureau for four years, he then worked at
the Tax Bureau of the Ministry of Finance for 19
years. At the Tax Bureau of the Ministry of Finance,
he was involved in planning and proposals regarding

Akihiro Yamada

Adviser Licensed Tax Accountant
Registered as a Licensed Tax
Accountant, 2008

Tokyo Certified Public Tax
Accountants' Association

international taxation, the execution of tax treaties
and planning and proposals regarding corporation tax
and contributed to the recent revisions in relation to
international taxation, and corporate reorganizations

Background

- Niigata University (B.S.Econ., 1985)

- Osaka Regional Taxation Bureau (1985-1989)
- Tax Bureau, Ministry of Finance (1989-2008)
- KPMG Tax Corporation (2008-2013)

- Member of Study Group on Taxation Issues including
Global Reorganization, Japan Tax Association (2011)

- Member of Study Group on Foreign Enterprises, Ministry
of Economy, Trade and Industry (2011)

- Member of St udy Group on I nter nat iona l Ta xat ion
Practices, Japan Tax Association (2013)

- Expert Member of Study Group on Corporate Taxation

a n d I nte r n a t io n a l Ta x a t io n P r a c t ic e s , Ja p a n Ta x
Association (2014-)

and tax consolidations. At the M&A/Global Solutions
of KPMG Tax Corporation Tokyo Office, he provided
tax advice for Japanese multinational corporations.
Notable books and theses written by him include
"Q&A Anti-Tax Haven Rules in Practice" (Zeimu Keiri
Kyokai, 2019, co-author), among many others.

tel. +81-3-5223-7770

akihiro.yamada@mhm-global.com

Koyo Madokoro / Counsel Licensed Tax Accountant
Koyo Madokoro has handled a wide range of taxrelated matters, including corporate tax and income
tax matters.

In particular, he specializes in the

planning of business successions and inheritance

Background

- Seikei University (LL.B., 2001)

- with accounting office in Tokyo (through a staffing
company) (2001-2010)

- with Asahi Tax Corporation (2010-2016)

tax planning. In terms of inheritance tax planning,
he has a wealth of experience in calculating stock
prices and developing structures for and supporting

Koyo Madokoro

organizational restructuring, among other matters.

Counsel Licensed Tax Accountant
Registered as Licensed Tax
Accountant, 2011

Tokyo Certified Public Tax
Accountants' Association

tel. +81-3-6213-8129

koyo.madokoro@mhm-global.com
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Hirotaka Murakami / Certified Public Accountant / Associate Licensed Tax Accountant
Hirotaka Murakami's principle practice areas are
taxation and accounting. After working in the Tokyo
Regional Taxation Bureau for 10 years, he spent four
years working at Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu.

He

Background

- with Tokyo Regional Taxation Bureau (2004-2013)
- Senshu University (Bachelor of Economics) (2009)
- with Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu (2013-2017)

oversaw tax investigations in relation to corporate
income tax, consumption tax, withholding tax, stamp
tax, and the like at the Tokyo Regional Taxation

Hirotaka Murakami

Certified Public Accountant
Associate Licensed Tax Accountant

Bureau and gained experience at Deloitte Touche
Tohmatsu auditing apartment developers, design
consultants, and e-commerce businesses for companies
listed in the First Section of the Tokyo Stock Exchange

Registered as Certified Public

and providing support services for public offerings of

Registered as Licensed Tax

businesses. He offers advice from the viewpoints of

Accountant, 2015
Accountant, 2017

Tokyo Certified Public Tax
Accountants' Association

shares in airline businesses and apparel e-commerce
both taxation and accounting based on his experience
working in the Regional Taxation Bureau and audit
corporation mentioned above.

tel. +81-3-6213-8137

hirotaka.murakami@mhm-global.com

Kenji Kato / Certified Public Accountant / Adviser Licensed Tax Accountant
Kenji Kato works primarily in the practice areas of tax
and accounting, and he specializes in organizational
rest r uct ur i ng a nd systems for i ncor porated
foundations, among many other areas of expertise.
He has garnered a wealth of experience as an advisor
on inheritance and business successions from his time
at t he wea lt h ma nagement div ision of a major

Kenji Kato

Certified Public Accountant
Adviser Licensed Tax Accountant

securities company. He also has an outstanding track
record prov iding comprehensive adv ice for
development plans.

Background

- Nagoya University (B.S.Econ., 1996)

- ChuoAoyama Audit Corporation (2000-2005)

- Nikko Cordial Securities Inc. (currently, SMBC Nikko
Securities Inc.) (2005-2017)

- Busi ness L aw D epa r t ment , Graduate School of
International Corporate Strategy (ICS), Hitotsubashi
University (LL.M. in Business Law, 2017)

- Doctoral Program in Business Law, Graduate School
of International Corporate Strategy (ICS), Hitotsubashi
University (2017-)

- Tax advisor to Mori Hamada & Matsumoto (2017-)

Registered as a Certified Public
Accountant, 2005

The Japanese Institute of

Certified Public Accountants
Tokyo Chapter

Certificate of Securities Agent

(1st class, 2005)

Registered as Licensed Tax
Accountant, 2017

Tokyo Certified Public Tax
Accountants' Association

tel. +81-3-5223-7700

kenji.kato@mhm-global.com
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Yuko Maruyama / Associate Licensed Tax Accountant
Yuko Maruyama uses her experience from a general
business company and a tax accountants' corporation
to provide advice to a broad range of clients, from
individual business operators to listed companies. She
has an outstanding track record providing services as
a tax advisor and providing tax filing services to

Background

- Chukyo University (BBA, 1999)

- TOKYO IT & ACCOUNTING COLLEGE NAGOYA (2003)
- Employed at a general business company and a tax
accountants' corporation (2003-2008)

- with Yamada & Partners Certified Public Tax Accountants'
Co. (2008-2016)

corporations and individuals, as well as planning and

Yuko Maruyama

Associate Licensed Tax Accountant
Registered as Licensed Tax

providing support in areas that include inheritance,
business succession, and organizational restructuring.
She offers services from a comprehensive perspective
that enable clients to resolve difficult issues.

Accountant, 2007

Tokyo Certified Public Tax
Accountants' Association

tel. +81-3-6212-8312

yuko.maruyama@mhm-global.com

Susumu Masuda / Partner
Susumu Masuda works primarily in the practice areas
of leasing and financing transaction for aircrafts and
ships, real estate transactions, and dispute resolution
and tax issues relating to these areas. He has received
awards including those from The Best Lawyers in
Japan in the area of tax and in the area of real estate
from IFLR. He has written numerous books and theses

Susumu Masuda
Partner

Admitted in Japan, 1982

Daini Tokyo Bar Association
Admitted in California, 1987

State Bar of California

regarding tax, which include "The Consequence of Tax
Lawsuits for International Ship Lease Financing" (Zeiri,
2008), "Interplay of Tax Law and Conflict of Laws:
Based on a Cayman Limited Partnership" (Shinzansha
2007, co-author), "First Court Decision on Ownership of
Property of Exempted Limited Partnership" (Zeiri, 2007),
"Business Purpose Doctrine and Recent Decision by the
Supreme Court" (Lexis Kigyo Homu, 2006) and "Aircraft
Leasing and Tax Avoidance" ("Business Tax - Theory
and Practice Concerning Corporate Tax," 2005).

tel. +81-3-5223-7711

Background

- The University of Tokyo (LL.B., 1980)

- University of Washington, School of Law (LL.M., 1986)

- with Lillick, McHose & Charles (presently, Pillsbur y
Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP), Los Angeles (1986-1987)

- Financial Service Committee of International Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) Japan (1994-)

- M e m b e r o f t h e d r a f t i n g c o m m i t t e e ( U N I D RO I T )
for Convention on Inter national Interests in Mobile
Equipment (Cape Town Convention) (1994-1998)

- Japa nese Delegate for Convention on Inter national

Interests in Mobile Equipment (Cape Town Convention)
(1999-2001)

- Lecturer in Law at Keio University Law School (20042007)

- Member of New Bar Examination Committee (Private
International Law) (2004-2007)

- P rofe s s or at Keio Un iver s it y L aw S c ho ol ( P r ivate
International Law, International Business Law, etc.)
(2007-)

- Visiting Professor at University of Melbourne, Law School
(2015-2016)

susumu.masuda@mhm-global.com
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Kazuhiro Kanamaru / Partner
Kazuhiro Kanamaru works primarily in the practice
areas of commercial dispute resolution and taxation
issues and has handled numerous tax disputes. He
has written numerous books and theses, including
"The Companies Act: A Systematic Look at the Issues

Background

- The University of Tokyo (LL.B., 1984)

- K awa s a k i Ste el C o r p o r at io n ( p re s e nt ly, J F E Ste el
Corporation) (1984-1985)

- Bar examiner and examiner for the preliminar y bar
examination (2015-2018)

(Supplementary Volume)" (Dai-ichi Hoki, 2015, coauthor), "New Practical Issues of the Companies
Act, Volume 8: Cor porate Accounting (2nd ed.)"

Kazuhiro Kanamaru

(Chuokeizai-sha, 2015, co-author), "[Modern Corporate

Admitted in Japan, 1988

Transaction Suits: Interpretation of Requirements for

Partner

Daini Tokyo Bar Association

Law Study Group] Recent Developments in Corporate
Taxation and Business-to-Business Contracts" (Hanrei
Times No.1405, 2014), "Explanations of Important
Provisions in M&A Agreements" (Jurist Special Issue
"For Practical Use: Selected Court Decisions relating to
M&A and Reorganization," 2013), among many others.

tel. +81-3-5223-7721

kazuhiro.kanamaru@mhm-global.com

Tsukasa Ishizuka / Associate of Myanmar Legal MHM
Tsukasa Ishizuka works primarily in the practice ares
of tax and M&A. From July 2016, he worked as an
appeals judge in the National Tax Tribunal of Japan.
At the National Tax Tribunal of Japan, he was closely
involved in matters relating to international taxation
cases etc. Making the most of his experience as an
appeals judge in the National Tax Tribunal of Japan,

Tsukasa Ishizuka
Associate of Myanmar

he provides a pragmatic advice to filing appeals in tax

Background

- Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Faculty of Foreign

Languages, Department of East Asia, Korean Studies
(B.A., 2008)

- Meiji University Law School (J.D., 2011)
- Private practice in Tokyo (2012-2016)

- served as an Appeals Judge, Kumamoto National Tax
Tribunal (2016-2018)

- served as an Appeals Judge, Tokyo National Tax Tribunal
(2018-2019)

cases.

Legal MHM
Admitted in Japan, 2012

Dai-ichi Tokyo Bar Association

Appeals Judge, National Tax

Tribunal, 2016-2019

re-admitted in Japan, 2019

Dai-ichi Tokyo Bar Association

tel. +95-1-9253660(Yangon office)

tsukasa.ishizuka@mhm-global.com
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